THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF LUNGAR.

The Lungar is a festival peculiar to Hyderabad and though it is
celebrated in the month of Moharrum it is in no way connected with It The
Langar procession consists of a march past of the whole military before the
Minister and His Highness the Nizam. These consist of the Regular Forces,
the Golconda Brigade, the Paigah, or Household Troops, and the Irregulars
etc. It Is difficult to obtain accurate statistics with regard to each of these
establishments, but we think we are within the mark when we put their total
strength between twenty and thirty thousand*

For spectacular effect few festivals In India can rival the Lungar in
Hyderabad, which is witnessed by a large number of Europeans and Indians
every year. The Lungar was originally intended to be nothing more than a
march past of His Exalted Highness the Nizam's Regular and Irregular
Troops through the principal thoroughfares of the city, but In these modern
times the nobles and the jagirdars find It a capital opportunity to display
their forces including elephants and horses. They make merry on
that day by throwing themselves heart and soul into the show. Lungar was
annually commemorated in Hyderabad for the past three hundred years and
more* It is a festival peculiar to this State and a short account of Its
origin will not be out of place here.

Prince Abdulla son of Sultan Quli Qutub Shah in 1564 had an
evening ride on an elephant from the city of Golconda In company with
many nobles and attendants, On the road the elephant became furious
and suddenly disappeared to the consternation of the Sultan's attendants.
The huge beast carried the prince into the jungle keeping him without food*
and It was thought that the young prince had been killed. The heartbroken
mother distracted by grief at the loss of her son, and dreading that
something might have befallen him made a vow that should the elephant safely
bring back her son alive. She would cause a golden lungar or chain of the
same weight and size as those used for tethering elephants to be made which
she would place on the elephant's neck, and take him in possession to the
Husain-i-Alum, the grave of a noted Muhammadan saint. It is said after
three days during the month of Moharrum the elephant returned and res-
tored the young prince to the arm of his mourning mother. The lady
fulfillment of her vow ordered a chain of gold 384 ounces in weight to be
In made which was put around the elephant's neck and a grand procession
being formed took Its way towards the Hussain-i-Alum, the reputed shrine
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